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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 6-9, 14-15, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Klun et al. (6,762,339). 

With respect to claim 1, Klun discloses an absorbent structure 10, as 
shown in figure 1 , comprising a first web 1 1 having a first surface 12 and a 
second surface 13. The first web 1 1 comprises fibers, as disclosed in column 7, 
lines 62-66. A blood enhancing agent is disposed within the first web 1 1 by 
coating the first surface, as disclosed in column 26, line 50, to column 27, line 3, 
and therefore is present in an unequal amount on the first surface with respect to 
the second surface. 

With respect to claim 2, the total amount of blood enhancing agent is 1 .5% 
based on the weight of the fibers, as disclosed in column 26, line 52, to column 
27, line 1. 

With respect to claim 3, the blood enhancing agent is lactic acid, as 
disclosed in column 7, lines 38-39. 
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With respect to claim 6, the total amount of blood enhancing agent is 1 .5% 
based on the weight of the fibers, as disclosed in column 26, line 52, to column 
27, line 1. 

With respect to claims 7 and 8, the web comprises cellulose, as disclosed 
in column 8, lines 13-16, which functions as a superabsorbent material. 

With respect to claim 9, the absorbent structure 10 further comprises a 
second web 15, as shown in figure 1 . 

With respect to claim 14, Klun discloses an absorbent structure 10, as 
shown in figure 1 , comprising a first web 15 having a density, and a second web 
1 1 comprising fibers and a blood enhancing agent, as disclosed in column 7, 
lines 18-39. 

With respect to claim 15, the blood enhancing agent is lactic acid, as 
disclosed in column 7, lines 38-39. 

With respect to claims 24 and 25, the second web comprises cellulose, as 
disclosed in column 8, lines 13-16, which functions as a superabsorbent material. 

With respect to claim 26, the blood enhancing agent is disposed within the 
second web 1 1 by coating the first surface, as disclosed in column 26, line 50, to 
column 27, line 3, and therefore is present in an unequal amount on the first 
surface with respect to the second surface. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 4-5 and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Klun et al. (6,762,339) in view of Terao et al. (6,013,252). 

Klun discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of 
the blood enhancing agent further comprising sodium lactate. 

Terao teaches the application of both lactic acid and sodium lactate to an 
absorbent structure, as disclosed in column 7, lines 42, 44, and 63-64. The 
application of these alone or in combination are disclosed in column 7, lines 46- 
48, as equivalent applications by Terao. 

It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to provide the absorbent structure of Klun with sodium lactate, since 
its application in combination with lactic acid is taught by Terao as being an 
equivalent application. 

Claims 10-13, 18-23, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Klun et al. (6,762,339) in view of Jones et al. (US 
2003/0236511 A1). 

Klun discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of 
the composition and density of web 15. Klun discloses in column 8, lines 40-54, 
that web 15 is a liquid permeable sheet of non-stick material, but remains silent 
as to the materials comprising the sheet, or the density of the sheet. 

Jones discloses an absorbent structure comprising first and second webs, 
as described in paragraph [0021]. The webs provide a suitable absorbent 



Application/Control Number: 10/603,981 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3761 

structure for a bandage. Since Klun discloses the absorbent structure is a 
bandage, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to construct the web of Kun from the structure taught by Jones to 
provide a suitable multi-layer absorbent bandage. 

With respect to claims 10 and 23, Jones discloses in paragraph [0021] 
that the web comprises cellulose. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Jones discloses in paragraph [0022] that the web 
is compressed. 

With respect to claim 13, Jones discloses in paragraph [0021] that the web 
includes superabsorbent. 

With respect to claims 18 and 19, Jones discloses on page 5, Example 2, 
that the web comprises thermoplastic fibers which function to provide wet 
strength. 

With respect to claims 12, 20, 22 and 27, Jones discloses in paragraph 
[0021] the density of the first web is 0.2 g/cc, and density of the second web is 
between 0.25 and 0.4 g/cc. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patents 6,639,120; 6,469,080; and 5,610,208 
disclose absorbent structures containing lactic acid. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to C. Lynne Anderson whose telephone number 
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is (571) 272-4932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571) 272-1 115. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



TATYANA ZALUKAEVA 
SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINER 




cla 

November 28, 2005 



